THE BEGGAR OF THE EAST.                 igg
number 1,174; Mahommedans 298, Hindus 816, Christians
60. Forty-nine different castes are represented here.
Mahommedan 298, Maratha 222, Mahar 145, Bhaya 81,
Hindu 8r, Christian 60, Wagri 35, Madrassi 32, Mang 18,
Thakur 16, Teiugu 15, Brahmin 15, Ahir 14, Chamar 13,
Pardesi 12, Koli n, Pathan 9, Garthi 8. There are thirty-
one other castes represented by small numbers.
" It will be seen that those from the Marathi country
predominate. This was probably a result of the scarcity
in that part in 1921, and with the influx into this City
of those seeking work, came also those who were lame,
halt and blind, etc. Whole families came, in some cases
the parents both blind, with five or six little children.
" Many of the Mahommedans come to Bombay from the
North of India, but in many cases they have been plying
their trade in Bombay for a long period.
" All Starving or Helpless. All who are admitted to the
Camp are in a helpless condition at the time of admission,
as the following statistics of the total admitted will show:
237 were blind, 188 were lame, 390 sick, 30 mentally
deficient, 5 were deaf and dumb, 324 were children under
sixteen years of age.
" Sickness. Most of the sickness is a result of lack of
nourishment, and exposure. Fifty per cent, of these soon
recover, and are able to proceed to friends in Bombay,
or go back to their country. The majority, as will be seen,
are permanently disabled, either blind, paralysed, mentally
deficient, lame, minus limbs, deai and dumb, or infirm
through old age.
" Collecting the Beggars. Many of the beggars are sent
to the Camp by the Police, but the majority are collected
from the streets by volunteer workers, comprised of
members of the Committee, and Officers of The Salvation
Army under the control of the Social Secretary, Salvation
Army. The method of collecting beggars is as follows:
The volunteer workers fix upon a centre, where the beggars
are known to congregate, and two by two they scour the
streets and lanes, picking up any who are willing to go.
Let it be understood that no pressure is in any way brought
to bear on these people to come to the Camp; they all
come of their own free will.